A'.. & child develops amd grows, irem a baby (o

a boddber, the process of sodalization and
interaction develops toa. The child’s first primary
BOUENCES o |IBIETACTEOn are pareiis. Peer infleenoe

is the second step towards expamding the social
development. Peers ane basically the friemds or
oAler chaldrem that spend time with the child

Feer relationships play a significant rode in social
development and also personal development. Many
artkcies amd journals focus on how peer relations aml
influences are negative and have damaging effects

However, throwing lkght to the pogitive agpects of
peer influences, Asher and Parker in 198% stated
that, ‘they provide an arena for learning and
praciicing a variety of sooisl skills, imschuding
IEROTIATEIR, PErsUSSIan, COOQeraon, OO promis:s,
emotbonal cantrol, and conflict resolutian’.

The magor negative influences on development
i the child through peer inflacnces are

POSITIVE

¢ ncase some peers are rejecied, children many
develop aggression

» EXCEssive So0id] fompeienis chused

* Unacceptable attiudes and habits developed

 [Fisregard of parents and authorities.

« Engiging in variomid lorms of substance abuse
in adolescenos.

Keeping in actount, the negaline adpects we musl
conslider low peers bring about good anid positive

factors too in the development ol a child

Im the imiciad years af childhepd, thae Child sees his
peers as a constant sounce of recreation. There s
learning in specific domalkng of the child which
may promaie the over sl wetl betng ol the chilid
The positive impacts of peers maybe reflected

in the Todlowing dspecs.

THE

POSITIVE INFLUENCE OF
PEERS ON A CHILD




Sockal development

By interacting vwith peers, the child learms bow o
collaborate. relate and work cooperatively with
theme There ix & conglant increase n communication
ekill of the child which ks reflected gradiaallye The
chidd develops a sensd ol sell dus o (e connectivity
with others. Social behaviors are taught- accepltable
and enafceplable Both. By this, sos| developnsent

15 wiklely possessrd

Cognitive developmient.

Learming through partners, riends and groups
childiren share and accept certain kdeas, thoughts,
perepectives and pland. It intneates Uhe creativity
o the child and the condlicts prabsem sodving
capacity of the child. It develops resolution shills
amid motivates the child to be more initkstive and
PARTTICIRALIEE 1 A TIVELECS S, there is I:|'.||r||||i.;ll

CogRItive ilevelo e

Ematienal development.

Flayground disputes and tilfs are souroes (owards
developing emotional skills of a person. The child
learns o b Exiui bl anger and (rustration amd

e B bt Eleiems oud, Thee chald learns happiness,

POSITIVE

joy, sadmess, atceplance, bove, fear and relabed
emalions Compansomship and leetings of
oEEihemess promobes the self esteem, seli

confidence and coping skills of the child

Physical development

The general physical atiributes of a child can be
develaped through peers. perhaps playing oubdoor
activitkes baubhl ap gross misor skill, relleges, agality

and experience

Apart fromm [he magor i eenoes Tholr maybds many

ather positive effects lke.

* P siremgihes competiiiveness which iz wital
for enzuring learming property and |.l.|-.1|-I:. Like if &
child’s peer group or peer it ariented towands sports

af fdies, 1§ e i3 irmpect of the child toa

# [n the teen years of a child. peers can provide social
anid emational suppom, comlart andd deny: Sohoal
wark, sticking up for each others against bullies ang
olher examples. Children in this stage refly more on
Iriends than adults [or emotbons] s6ppert indase of

amy problems and confusions




Influencing

'l“.__

= Lot of (eenagers reveal (heir innermot Choisghts,
feelimgs, expressions aboul certaln aspects which
cannot otherwise be shared with parents.

Certain peeripectives like physical appearances
ard attraction towards the opposite sex. Witk the

flow of thoughts, the tren may feel less burdened
ardl be scoepted |0 an aspsect more friendly amd
FEASTURE

* Peers may act as pasitive role modeds,
demsomsirating and providing knonwledge ol
acceptable behaviors and valuwes. Reinforoemenis
are provided mutually.

& There ks exposune towards different ethricities,
races. castes and oreeds. Acquiring and acoepsing
how every peron i wnigue snd not having irrational
bilases amd misconceptions towards peers. The child
wees how every person in the end fis a human and
meeds o e treated right

POSITIVE

Mamy researches show how peers have negative
inflisenoes, bow children seam behaving smpalsiaely
and infclerable due to effecis of another child,

how the child develops into a teenager and may
indiddge im illegad aetivities and subetanoe abuioe a0te
taking wrong decistons and ruining their hves.

However our concern shoald be foised on how
peers, alter pareats influence us poskiisely and how
this influence lasts for lile long. They play a major
and hisge robe in the development of persanality too.

#And if the right guidance is given by parents, and am
acoepiable, loving an non rejecting enviromnment i
provided, the child would defindiely be attracoed
towards a good peer group and avoid the negative
ones themeelves, Most negitive effects of psers ane
mestly due (o rejecting. neglecting and avaidant
parents, due to which children aim o seelk
acceplance. appraisals and altention from peers
welie wendald maoubd them in pegative aspecis.

In order o be acoepted somewhere, such children
end up performing negative behaviors and indulge
in megative elfects of prers

Sa, positive influence of peers are not the only

conoern, the provoeking #iriites alsa include
other aspects.

Every child showld be loved, accepled and have
a geod enviroament, be it family or peers
The development s persistent, yet, what counts

is the child development which forms the basics
@l all adulthend characteristics

Thereby conclading that. there are positine
inflsences of peers oo, nat just negative milsenor
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